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With record attendance and a solid 
agenda, even a bit of bad weather 
during the golf tournament couldn’t 
dampen spirits at this year’s WPA 
Annual Meeting. In spite of storm 
warnings, weather remained great 
up until the Monday tournament, 
when heavy rains prevented most 
golfers from completing their round, 
except for a few hardy golfers from 
B.C. (Stephan Harms) and Utah 
(Dave Streadbeck).  

The new WPA executive includes 
Kathleen Dietrich of Commercial 
Lumber & Pallet as President, 
Ryan Stearns of Atlas Pallet Com-
pany as Vice President, and Tom 
Worthen of Wasatch Pallet as Sec-
retary/Treasurer. 

Addressing the membership, Kath-
leen promised to look at a number 
of changes, including some new 

 

 

WPA Makes Big Splash at Annual Meeting 

Receiving a forwarded copy of  

Way Out West? 

Why not get your own directly by dropping a line to 

newsdesk@westernpallet.org 

New WPA Executive: from left to right, Ryan 
Stearns, Vice President, Kathleen Dietrich, 
President, and Tom Worthen, Secretary/
Treasurer. 

 

wrinkles to this humble newsletter, so 
stay tuned for more. 

This edition includes some coverage of 
the Annual Meeting events, and will 
continue with the February issue. 
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Upcoming Events  
 
20/02-23/02/10 NWPCA Annual Leadership 
Conference 
Orlando FL. Ph. (703) 519-6104 
www.palletcentral.com 
 

03/09-03/11/2010  Wood Technology Clinic & 
Show 
Portland, Oregon  Ph. (770) 291-5432  
www.biztradeshows.com 
 
03/22-03/25/2010  Packaging, Handling & Lo-
gistics Engineers Spring Conference 
San Diego, California Ph. (570) 523-6475  
www.niphle.com 
 

 

Jaspinder S. Brar 

Vice-President      
Advance Lumber Remanufacturing 

www.theadvancegroup.net 
E-mail: 
jbrar@theadvancegroup.net 
Phone: 604-580-4918 
Fax: 604-580-4998 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
03/18/2010 Pallet Industry Update on Heat 
Treatment 
04/13-04/15/2010  Unit Load Design Short 
Course 
Blacksburg, Virginia Ph. (540) 231-5370  
www.unitload.vt.edu 
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Cassandra Pierzina 
Pacific Pallet, Inc. 
PO Box 21235 
Eugene, OR  97402 
Ph:  (5411)688-2887 
Email:  pacificpallet@msn.
com 
sponsor:  (website)  

Rocky Medina 
Medina Wood Products, 
Inc. 
26342 South Banta Road 
Tracy, CA  95376 
ph:  (209)832-4523 
fax: (209)832-4064 
email: medinawoodpro-
duct@caldsl.net 
sponsor: Jeff Calavan  

Roberto Alcaeraz 
GPC Pallets, Inc. 
1326 West Stowell Road 
Santa Maria, CA  93458 
ph: (805)922-7202 
fax: (805)922-7148 
email: 
roberto@gpcpallets.com 
sponsor: Jeff Calavan  

 

 

 

 

Clyde Reed 
Baker Products 
PO Box 128 
Ellington, MO  63638 
Ph:  (573)663-7711 
web: www.baker-online.com 
email: clydereed@baker-online.com 
sponsor: Kathleen Dietrich,  
Commercial Lumber & Pallet Co.  

sponsor: James Ruder, L&R 
Pallet  

WPA announces New Members 

Rodney Wadel 
R&R Pallet of Garden City, Inc. 
PO Box 861 
Garden City, KS  87846 
ph: (877)275-2367 
fax: (877)275-5147 
email:  rrpgc@wbsnet.org 
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Answering a question posed by an attendee at 
the recent WPA Annual Meeting, NWPCA 
president Bruce Scholnick confirmed that 
NWPCA filed a lawsuit on December 29 
against Dr. Mark White, claiming that his Best-
Load® software is an unlawful competitor to 
the NWPCA’s Pallet Design System (PDS). 
The  lawsuit alleges copyright infringement, 
violation of Virginia’s trade secretes statute, 
unfair and deceptive trade practices, breach of 
fiduciary duty, and breach of contract. The 
NWPCA is asking for actual damages, lost 
profits, statutory damages, and punitive dam-
ages. 

By way of background, packaging, pallet and 
material handling systems designers often 
make decisions that optimize their particular 
component of the unit load puzzle, but in so 
doing may sub-optimize the entire solution. 
BestLoad® is a software system offered by 
White and Company that takes a systems 
based approach to addressing this issue by 
optimizing design of packaging, pallet and 
shipping. 

PDS or Pallet Design System is a software 
system that provides licensees with a quick 
and cost-effective tool to assist customers in 
optimizing pallet design. PDS has evolved 
over the course of many years, and for several 
of these, development took place through Vir-
ginia Tech with the aid of NWPCA funding. 
PDS is owned by NWPCA, and offers PDS  

 

  

Dr. Mark White Sued by NWPCA 

 

licenses to interested NWPCA members. 

Discussing the lawsuit by telephone with Way Out 
West, Dr. White stated that he believes the allega-
tions made by NWPCA are without merit. He said 
that he has offered to arrange for a disinterested 3rd 
party to compare both products to prove there is no 
infringement, but has had no response as of yet 
from NWPCA.  

He emphasized that the intended target market of 
BestLoad® is supply chain operators, in other words 
the designers of unit loads, rather than that of pallet 
companies, the target market of PDS. “We don’t 
want to compete with PDS,” he said, indicating that 
the few PDS licensees who had attended the webi-
nar offered by White and Company intended to stick 
with PDS.  

Mark commented that he has proposed a collabora-
tive marketing approach for BestLoad® that could 
involve NWPCA, calling it a potential win-win sce-
nario for NWPCA, its members, as well as White 
and Company.  

“I hold no ill will towards the NWPCA or the NWPCA 
membership,” Mark stressed, saying that it contin-
ues to be his goal to support NWPCA. He added 
that he remains proud of his role in the development 
of PDS. He hopes to reach an amicable solution, 
and plans to move ahead with BestLoad® sales 
next month. 

For more information on PDS, visit 
www.nwpca.com, or for BestLoad®, visit 
www.whiteandcompany.net.  
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Viking’s Dean Bodem Retires 

On December 23rd the Viking team bid farewell to 
Dean Bodem as he retired.  It's our understanding 
that Dean will be staying active working on his ten-
nis game, spending more time with his family, re-
modeling the lake cabin with his wife Leslye, and 
continuing to have new adventures away from Vi-
king. Last year for his birthday he went skydiving for 
the first time, so who knows what will come next.   

Dean started at Viking in 1982 as our Corporate 
Controller. He then moved to VP of Leasing, VP of 
Finance, and became President of Viking in 1998. 
Under Dean's guidance Viking became a fully em-
ployee owned ESOP company. He was active in the 
local and national ESOP associations.  Dean was 
critical in the development of Viking Financial Ser-
vices, the lending and leasing division of Viking En-
gineering. Under Dean's tenure as President, Viking 
acquired ADT and entered the structural building 
component equipment industry.  Dean's duties at 
Viking have been assumed by Mark Stevens.    

Please join all of us at Viking in wishing Dean a 
happy and healthy retirement. Visit Viking Engineer-
ing at www.vikingeng.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tylenol Causes Pallet Headache 

A large recall of Tylenol has caused a potential 
PR headache for the wood pallet industry after 
drug maker Johnston & Johnston implied that 
wood pallets were responsible for the problem 
which resulted in a bad odor inside Tylenol bot-
tles. 

The problematic chemical is called 2,4,6-
tribromoanisole" or TBA. It results from a break-
down of another chemical called "tribromophenol" 
or TBP, which is used in some countries as a pre-
servative on wooden pallets. Speaking at the 
WPA Annual Meeting, NWPCA president, Bruce 
Scholnick, commented that TBP hasn’t been ap-
proved for use in the United States or Europe for 
15 years. The chemical, however, is used in South 
America, which can be a source of lumber for 
North American pallet makers. 

News surrounding the Tylenol recall left many 
wood pallet manufacturers fielding calls from cus-
tomers, who were assured that TBP is not applied 
to pallets manufactured in the United States.  

Mr. Scholnick indicated that NWPCA had been in 
daily contact with Johnston & Johnston as the re-
call took place in January. 

The story was picked up by CNN on January 26, 
which obtained possession of a letter from 
NWPCA to Johnston & Johnston (Cont’d Page 8) 

 

 

Join WPA Today! 

 "For me, the information provided about changes and trends in the industry that may affect our 

business directly have been very much appreciated. In addition, we have been able to build 

business relationships with other members. This seems to be more important than ever, since 

networking is going to be vital as more companies are becoming regional and national suppli-

ers.  

--Jose Padilla, Oakland Pallet  

To join, visit the WPA website: http://www.westernpallet.org/member_ap_PHP.htm 
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 Previously Michael Sayklay, the former vice presi-
dent of Economy Cash & Carry in El Paso, Texas, 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge for falsifying HT 
stamps on pallets. In March 2006, Sayklay had 
the false stamp affixed to Economy Cash & Carry 
wood pallets, which were used to carry products 
back and forth across the U.S.-Mexican border. 

At the hearing, Economy Cash & Carry was sen-
tenced to pay a fine of $22,000. A sentencing date 
for Sayklay has not been set by the court. 

This was the first criminal conviction under the 
regulation requiring certification. USDA requires 
the heat treatment of wood pallets used in interna-
tional transactions. The requirement is to prevent 
parasites and plant diseases from entering the 
United States in wood packaging materials. USDA 
began implementation of the heat treatment re-
quirement of wood packing material in September 
2005. Wood pallets that carry products  
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Texas Company Pleads Guilty to ISPM-15 Stamp Fraud 

transported within the United States are not re-
quired to be heat treated. This was the first crimi-
nal conviction under the new regulation. 

Subsequently, other companies who received the 
fraudulently stamped pallets from Mexico, sent 
them to the legitimate stamp owner for repair. 
The legitimate stamp owner noticed the falsifica-
tion and notified the government. A follow-up in-
vestigation by the USDA resulted in the seizure 
of fraudulently stamped pallets at the U.S.-
Mexican border.  

The investigation was conducted by USDA. It 
was prosecuted by the Justice Department’s En-
vironmental Crimes Section, and the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the Western District of Texas.  
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full implementation will be required. 
  
Once full implementation is declared, all WPM mov-
ing between the countries will require to be certified 
(treated and marked) - regardless of the date of pro-
duction.  

Not all wood packaging entering will be required to 
“comply with the requirements of ISPM No. 15 Ver-
sion 2009” - i.e. repair requirements, etc. because 
the wood packaging may have been produced prior 
to the adoption of ISPM No. 15 Version 2009 - but 
following the adoption of ISPM No. 15 Version 2003. 
 But it will still have to be treated and marked.  

ghughes@woodpackagingsolutions.ca 

Termination of Bilateral Agreement 
Between Canada and USA 

By Gordon Hughes 

The USA & Canada have finally agreed upon a 
phase-in period to terminate the bi-lateral agree-
ment between these two large trading countries. To-
day, all wood packaging is allowed to move freely 
without any treatment, unless being shipped from a 
quarantined region of either country. In March 2010, 
the first phase-in period will commence to have all 
wood packaging meet IPPC-ISPM No. 15. Be ad-
vised all of your customers that this termination will 
affect all wood packaging and all species. 

Background 
Wood packaging materials 
(WPM) including dunnage, pal-
lets, cratings etc  are currently 
regulated by ISPM 15 for prod-
uct movement offshore. 
ISPM 15 requires WPM to be 
heat treated to 56 degrees C 
for 30 minutes at the core of 
the product and stamped with 
the ISPM 15 mark for ship-
ments offshore. 

ISPM 15 requirements have 
not been enforced between 
Canada and the US as there 
has been an bilateral exemp-
tion between the two countries. 

 Issue 
The bilateral exemption be-
tween the US and Canada is 
going to be removed and the 
adoption of ISPM 15 Certifica-
tion (treatment and marking) 
will be implemented. 

Harmonized Time Frame: 

March 2010 – proposing to 
establish and announce the 
timeframe of full implementa-
tion 
September 2010 – commence 
notification of non-compliance  
October 2011 to January 2012 
– Proposed time frame when  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At the WPA Annual Meeting, Scholnick com-
mented that it was “a long journey” from the 
pallet, through the transport carton, and 
through the inner box and inside the bottle, and 
that TBP can be associated with other products 
such as cardboard.  
 
Industry insiders have speculated that whatever 
the source, the exposure to TBP took place 
when the bottles were empty, before they were 
filled.   
 
The Federal Food and Drug Administration has 
given McNeil/Johnston & Johnston 15 days to 
investigate, and its own investigation is ongo-
ing. 
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Do you have important company, associa-

tion or industry news to share?  Way Out 

West is published monthly for members of 

the Western Pallet Association.  Contact 

Rick LeBlanc at newdesk@westernpallet.org  

(Cont’d from Page 5) "To the best of our knowl-
edge, wood pallets and containers have never 
been the source of either TBA or TBP.” 

"It appears McNeil/Johnson & Johnson has used 
its immense stature to publicly express highly irre-
sponsible and defamatory statements toward the 
wood pallet industry," Scholnick wrote in the letter. 

"McNeil/Johnson & Johnson's conduct has dam-
aged the wood pallet industry's reputation and 
business relationships," he added. "More impor-
tantly [it] has spread factually unsupported and 
misleading statements which have needlessly 
alarmed the public." 

Subsequent to the recall, Scholnick commented 
that other drug companies were looking for addi-
tional certification from suppliers that pallets have 
not been tainted by TBP. He said that while this is 
a straight forward task for new pallets, for used 
pallets it is much more difficult to achieve. 

 


